From: MaryAnn Johnson

Sent: Mon, 20 Nov 2023 14:57:34 -0500
To: John Bilodeau; Keith Gibbons; Jennifer O'Donnell
Subject: Re: Policy 7510

My understanding is that a Committee gives a recommendation to the Board and the Board votes
on it. If Mr. Marks was not in attendance for the discussion how can he make a credible
recommendation? I would like to see this discussed by the whole Board ASAP. Mrs. Fretz has
been asking for this for months and if [ remember correctly she asked if it could be discussed and
Dan told her as long as a Board member agreed. And I did at that time and it was seconded.

MaryAnn Johnson

President

Gloucester Township School District

Board of Education
mailto:maryann.johnson@gloucestertownshipschools.org

On Mon, Nov 20, 2023 at 10:50 AM John Bilodeau
<jbilodeau@gloucestertownshipschools.org> wrote:
11/20/23

Good morning.

Policy 7510 was discussed by the Policy Committee after it was brought up in public. During
the Policy Meeting there was no consensus to act upon any changes. I was tasked (during the
meeting) with bringing the matter to Mr. Marks. Mr. Marks stated to me that he was not in
favor of changing the policy.

Board members have the right to discuss the merits of this issue. Since the majority of Policy
Committee members were not in favor of changing the policy it was not an agenda item.

This remains a Board matter and not an issue for the Superintendent to impose. I recommend
the issue be requested to be returned to Policy.

Respectfully,
John Bilodeau

Superintendent

On Mon, Nov 20, 2023 at 10:12 AM Keith Gibbons
<keith.gibbons@gloucestertownshipschools.org> wrote:
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I received the email below. Not sure why it was just to me, but looping you in as
Superintendent, President and VP.

After thinking about it, it brings up a point I hadn't thought of before.
I'm wondering why the policy has not been brought to the full board for a vote.

I understand there was a "tie" in the policy committee where it was reviewed by 3 members
in attendance, 1 of which was abstaining. Mr Bilodeau stated he would ask Mr Marks
opinion of it, who was not in attendance at the meeting where this was discussed. That is
where it ended though.

Please correct me if [ am wrong in my understanding of the review and voting process.

-The public is at the top of the organization chart and holds inherent power under the
Constitution of NJ, which we swore to uphold.

-The only reason the policy was under review by the committee is because a member of the
public asked the board to review the policy.

-When a review is needed for any reason, it is sent to the committee assigned to this area. In
this case, policy.

-The committee's "opinion" is not a final vote, but rather what would be presented to the rest
of the board for an actual vote.

-It must be safe to assume that Mr Mark's opinion must have been to not make any changes
if the policy has not been brought to the remainder of the board?

-If a change were found by the committee to be needed/warranted, it would be presented to
the full board for a vote with the changes which would make it the board's policy.

-If the majority opinion of the committee was to make no changes, I'm failing to see how
that would stop the policy from being presented "As-Is" to the full board for an actual vote.
-Not voting on the policy, even if "As-Is", is making the policy that of a committee.

-The only reason an opinion was formed at all was because the public asked the board to
review the policy.

I understand it is not typical to present an unchanged policy for a vote, but I feel this is a
unique circumstance and is incomplete and should be included on the agenda.

Our job as I understand it is to represent the best interest of the residents, staff and students.
Not acting on something specifically requested of us several times over several months, in
my opinion, does not represent the best interest.

Thank You

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Terri Fretz <tfretz85@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Nov 20, 2023 at 7:34 AM



mailto:tfretz85@gmail.com

Subject: Policy 7510
To: <keith.gibbons@gloucestertownshipschools.org>

Mr. Gibbons I want to follow up on my request to the Policy Committee and the

School board as to their meeting about removing the 5 words added to policy 7510 in
December of 2020 which prohibits parent groups and our schools from holding any
functions, such as Forums or Meet and Greets on school property. I want to know if it is on
tonight’s agenda as I made the request three months ago and have still not received any
formal information . If it is not on this November 2023 agenda, I would like to know why
not ? Your prompt response is greatly appreciated . Thank you for your time and I will await
your reply .  Sincerely Terri Fretz

Sent from my iPhone
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